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‘WITHDRAWAL FROM PSYCHIATRIC DRUGS’
ONLINE CONFERENCE
Friday 6th & Saturday 7th May, 2022

This is the first conference of the International Institute for Psychiatric Drug Withdrawal (www.iipdw.org), bringing together international experts in the field.
For the millions of people currently struggling to come off psychiatric drugs, those who support them, and prescribers.          The conference themes are: 

· safe withdrawal from psychiatric medication, 
· alternatives to psychiatric medication, 
· questioning the dominance of medication in mental health care. 

The keynote speakers are: 

Dr Carina Håkansson… co-founder of IIPDW and a psychotherapist in Sweden, who for many years has supported people to withdraw from psychiatric drugs. She will talk about the Institute, and share examples of her work.

Robert Whitaker… an international critic of the psychiatric establishment, and author of ‘Mad in America’ and ‘Anatomy of an Epidemic’. He will talk about how and why psychiatric medication has taken psychiatry in an unhelpful direction.

Dr Joanna Moncrieff… a London-based critical psychiatrist and researcher, and author of ‘The Myth of the Chemical Cure’ and ‘The Bitterest Pills’. She will talk about various problems with psychiatric medication.

Laura Delano… an ex-psychiatric patient from USA who has left the mental health system behind, and now directs the ‘Inner Compass Initiative’ and ‘The Withdrawal Project’. She will talk about her own psychiatric drug withdrawal. 

Dr Magnus Hald… a psychiatrist involved with one of Norway’s new state-sponsored drug-free psychiatric treatment units. He will talk about the background to this ground-breaking initiative, and its progress.

The conference will also be launching the new IIPDW training video "Antidepressant Withdrawal Syndrome and its Management", featuring Dr Mark Horowitz and Stevie Lewis discussing how our understanding of antidepressant withdrawal has changed, and how to taper and withdraw safely. The target audience is prescribers and members of the public.

For more information, a conference media pass, or an interview with any of the speakers, or the IIPDW Chairperson, Professor John Read,  contact Lucy Fernandes on admin@iipdw.org *  *  end  *  *
